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Ye ere how face to face with the most serious crisis in history both 
at home and ebroad. Japan is beset with unprecedented difficulties, 
while the world at lerze is plunging headlon: into an enormous commotion 
which promises to be protracted, for how long no one knows. 

Ten years have already elapsed ‘ines the cry of erergency wes first 
heard in our country. Of this period, we have spent the lest three and 
& helf years in carrying on a war on the largest scele in the history of 
our country since its opening to the world. In the meantime, considerable 
chenves heave occurred in our internal situetion. About one hunécred thousend 
precious lives heve been lost, leevins behind hundreds of thousands of men, 
vromen and chilaren who have been deprived of their fathers, husbands, sons 
or brothers. Our daily livelihood is becomins more and more crampod end 
verious inconvenicnces and hardships are experienced at every turn. 
There is no Japanese ‘vho is not cesirous of the return es soon as possible 
of the days of peeco and comfort. But the prosent emerroncy has not 
arisen on eccount of Japen alone. The China effeir is not a conflict that 
broke out for roasons confined to the Orient alone, nor solely as a product 
of S3ino-Japenese relations. Its origin must be traced to deeper ceusos 
rooted in the inevitability of world-wide developments. It is impossible, 


therefore, for Jepan alone to solve the present extraordinary situation 
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end return to "normelcy." 

In orfer to strbilize the situntion, it is imperative thet the 
difficulties bo feced in terms of the vorld as a whole. The fact that 
Jepen, Cermeny rnd Itcly entcred into on ellicnce last fell must liketise 
bo viecver in such o nerspectivc. It is true that the conclusion of the 
Tripertito Tect has rosultcd in cn increased c.cravation of relations 
botwoen Jepen on the onc hand end Rritain and the United States on th< 
other. It rust also be admitted thet the inter-relationship between: the 
wars in ..sic. and in Durope has thereby pecome more pronounced. Fut this 
is not necessarily to be considcrc an outcome of the Tripartite Tect,. 
Siena the tiv of s¢ Manchuricn Incident and throuzhout the Chis’ affcir, 
the intercsts of Jr. cnd those of the Jn,lo-Saxon Netions have cleshed 
on more than one ocersion, cnd thoir respective opinions ond cleims were 
found irreconcilable. It become plein that it is entirely honcless for 
Jaren to settlo satisfactorily the China affair and to establish a nev 
order in Tet ssic on the basis of comprorvise end co-operation with the 
fnglo Saxon Yovcrs. That is the recson why Japan at last cresped the 
henés of Germenny and Italy, whose interests ond vicvrs have been found in 
corplete accor’ with those of Janen. T rravetion of our relations 
with Pritain and the tmite? Stat«s is, thereforc, the cause and not the 


result of the Tripartite Fact. The argument is soit to be edvance? in 


somo quarters thet Japan's dinlomatic denlints have become difficult 


beecusc of the conclusion of such n superfluous connection. It must be 
pointed out here thet such ¢ suz estion puts the cart before the horsc. 


Jn this wey, the vorld hrs heen divided into two cemps, of old and 


forces, which cre clitogether incompatible with each other, politically, 
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cconomicelly end Iacolo-icelly. This in bricf is the picture of the creat 
world cormotion “hich we enviso-e todey. Cormosin: onc camp ere the 
countries of F choc United States, Frenec and the Netherlands, «hich 
have founded their p ont treelth and influence by monopolizing the best 
pert of the ; GC eng more especielly by oppressin: and exploitins the 
beelverd peoples of Jsic =h ¢ kith end kin of our ovn reee. On the 
other side rere couniricse like Japen, Germeny and Itel;, whose people have 
€11 the surer suclitics incustr:, ho: y, bravery end ec spirit of 
duc to their belrted 
appcerance on the intornationel stere, sith the consequence that they find 
it not e little 74ffieult to meintein the livelihood of their tooming 
millions; nations who have "ellently resolved by sone means or other to 
reconstruct # worl? order whieh is sceinst rosson end humenit:. Since the 
¢clesh is thus bot:vcen tio ‘tounes of countrics whose ideas cnd positions 
ismotrienlly oprose’ to orch other, to restore ncacc is e task 


thet cennot crsily be fccomplishe:. 


Tele for inetence, tho Question of the Chine cffcir, Mich upon four 


in si ht. It is simly 
207 owerc, Chinn is not the only netion to deal 
hore ere countries lic Pritrir rnd the United Stnrtcs pchind 
don, Ovitently consider it to thoir intcrest to 
prolons tho somicoloninl strtus of Chinn +. order to exploit the four 
hundred million Chinese. ‘o hrvce hitherto becn firhting sin: le hended 
f.cinst these influc ‘ “clicvers in tho mrterirlistic doctrine of the 
survivel of the fit hose countrice do not an* will net unferstan® 


“het the notions] eherrcter and iverts of Jnven erc, or whet "Sino-Jepenese 
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cO-cxisicnce on? co-"rosperity" rerlly mecnse to the pooples of Japan ent 
Chinr. Thoy havc simply been necusing Joprn of oppressing the week China 
en°.of being on ccvrescor. Wot only herve they cbuse4 Japen but herve 
eetuclly been citing Chuncking ont obstructine Japan's cfforts ever since 
tho outset of the unfortuncte affeir. Thoir ecnti-Jepanese activities 
have sunk ‘cenly in the min’s of the Jrpanese who ennnot ersily forset 
thom. 

Tho pretrection of the Sino-Jnprnese conflict vas inoviteble so long 
as such tnglo-/mcricen activities continues. TZith the outbreak of the 
Muronesn war, however, the situation beran to chanve. Hevin: hitherto 
shown so much envity tower? this country Pritcin an* the United Stctes 
ecnnot but cvow their intention of continuin. to cif. Chunskine, ene have 
aetuclly been increesing their economic pressure on Jopan. Rut whatever 


ae such that 


‘ 
they mez say, the cctucl revelopments of the world situation 


to conccrn themselves too much sith Chive, For thom 


a 


they ennnot cffor 
to help Chuncidag offestively is now impossible. ‘Tho .princinel thecter 

of war hes becn shiftc? to Burope ant the Chine scene hes ¢ratuclly been 
rele rte’ to the beck roun*. Since the ster cectors or the stace tirectors 
of the Sino-Jepanese “rarn cro “opt busy in “urono, the Fer "trator 

theeter hns neturelly to be ne lectce’, Im the rbsenee of the promoters 

of the cffrir, Tapen on* Chine, bein- vreiclly anc eulturelly brother 
netions of sie, oucht to be eble to core to an uncerstenting. Chiens 
Weleshek cn’. his followers, hovever, ere still unter on illusion. Shutting 
their eyes both to the ealtere’ espect of the worl situntion en’ to the 


chenve in cherecter which the Chine effrir hes undergPURL:thupy/weowtdgalitools.org/doc/479733/ 


their resistonee cccinst Jepen in hopes of continued assistanee fron 


a 


D3F. DOC. 7501 


Britein ant imerica. It is hope’ that sooner or letor the truth will ‘avn 
upon them. I for one em persuace* that the Chine cffeir will before longs 
be settle2. We of Japen must surely 19 211 we cen to wind it up &s soon 
es possible. 

Wo must not forget, howevor, that these "headmen® who have cone aay 
for tho moment will come back to ‘sic soon enough. The mice cannot afford 
to pnley too merrily while the cat is avey. Bven if they be befflec in 
Burope, they aro not tho sort oO RL ceive up the game. If shut out 


from Turopo, J.cia voul2 become more than evor important for them, and 


they woul? unouestionably concentrate their efforts on the effairs of 


this pert of tho world. Inasmuch as Japan's ifee of establishing a sphere 
of cormon prosperity in greeter Fest Asin must, in thoir eyes, be an 
encroceme nt on their orm interests, the ‘nglo-Srxons youl¢ oppose it vith 
even greator vigour then in tho cesc of the Chine affair. If thet be the 
ecse, te must bear in mini that our position will not be mefic ecsier 
throuch thoir “efect in Europe alone, not to spenk of our plight in cxse 
they win. We must be prepared for more ané more efforts end secrifices 
for the lofty task of realising -.sia's independence anc enancipetion. 

ts for Germany, she will not bo able to rest content by merely 
Aofertin: or ever occupying Britain in Furope. The German-British 
strugele vill not come to an end with thet. It is to be expected thet 
Pritain will move, with her see power inteet, to. her Lsiatic colonics, 
Genet or Justrelic, ond try to continue her resistance. Besides, it must 
be presumed thet the Unitee States will perticipete openly in the wer 
when her preparetions are completed, though her 4 PURE http://ombrjegiletools.org/doc/479733/ 
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soems to oxist o Aivision of opinion in thet country regerding her 
involvement in the var. Jt eny rate, -ith Presitent Roosevelt striking 
an ettituce as if his country tere alrea’y in the war, -mericen 
participation must be consixerod inevitable. In point of fect, the Unite’ 
Stetos is now virtuelly « bellircorent, whatcver neme ono my choose to 
cive to hor present status. 

Under these circumstences, the Zuropean wer hes every prospect of 


Aeveloping into an cxtremely protrectod war all over tho worl’. .«. war 


lestin: for ten, tventy yeers, igs not unthinkable, and Jepan will inevitably 


becors involve’? thorein. Thet is clecr enouch if only from the letter 
of the Tripartite Pect. Such an eventuality my, from Japan's point of 
view, be consi“ere’ en expansion of the Chine. offeir into a geverel worlc 
vor, or © melting tocether of the ~ers in sie and Furope. Pe it what it 
may, it is clear thet Jopen will not be allove? to sten’ aloof from such 
o world-wide conflacration. 

Such ¢ prospect cannot but be a source of intensc apprehension to 
many people in this country, nor ere eneervours wanting, I understand, 
to curb the procsress of events. I am afroia, hovever, that such efforts 
will after all prove fruitless. History is eloquont in testifyin, to 
tho truth that oll rect chances in human thouzht have resulte’ from long 
periots of struggle. No humen nower cen check the overwhelming tice of 
a historic inevitebility. 

Thon such n long-term vorla war ‘toes come, our nation should not be 
uselessly upsot or vorrie’, or vainly think of a covrse runnin; counter 
to historic nocessity. Before overythin:, we must put ri-ht our internal 


con*itions so thet vc may successfully cope with thuRimbépidimw legatadols.org/doc/479733/ 
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cataclysm: T lmow thet I shell .be taken to teak by sone people who would 


aey, "Threc ent oc helf yecrs of werfere in China is more than enough. 
How could we beer further ten or twonty yooars of crme% struc, ile an’. 
tribulations? Stop your nonsense!" I yiol’t to none in hoping for &s 
quick 4 termination of the wor °8 possible. Noverthelcess, if the +rend 
of the tires 4s otherwise and cannot be pvoied it is imperetive that 
-7¢ should bo pronerca for the worst. Thet tho wey 41 which ve have been 
eerring on the Chine effeir will be utterly 4nerequete is cloer enouch. 
Thore is noot for on entirely 70% start. Tho cry for & nev politics! ent. 
economic system, the movement for the tobservence Of the way of the 
Imporic. gubjocts"» end the Aerand for "hich desree national defense", 
are they not mercsuresmornt to rout tho requirements, of the extroaorcinery 
srorls. situction? 

Japen is © country stenting unique in the orice for her nationel 
ond state cherectoristics- Lookin: up to the "xyxperor, nthe Son of Heevon", 
es thoir fethors the people “re conscious of their bloot relctionship one 
sith enother, the hole nation thus boins forme” into « lerce femily ont 
protherhoos- The creater tho adTficultics eonfrontin, ttiom, tho more 
firmly tightened are the ties that bind then torother. mhat is the rere 
quality enc stron point of this netion. Tact eigtincuishes thom from 
sore of tne Jemocrecics here inéividuels ere mecnenicelly easerbled 
tosethor ani in the neme of the natural rights of men, literty end 
equrhitys covery one ects ag he pleases. That thero 4s in this country 
no poscibility of an internel proeakdotm, hovever lonz end severe e test 


tho po@ple my be put to, ought more thea anything elso to contribute 


to our equanirity of int. PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/479733/ 
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Moreover, Japen's geosrephical position is such as to render her 
rrecticelly irmune from ver's reve .es in spite of the _reat modern 
improvomont in the instrunents of war. J.s rogarcs the countrics edjacent 
to her, Ghine is es cvery one knows, while our relations with the Sovict 


Thion ero oxpecto’ progressively to inprovo, leavin y no cause for enxicty 


from thot quarter. It is only on the sor thet wo must keep watch. 


The Feeific, hovever, is 2 boun*loss ccern. It behoves us not to cnterteain 
too much epprehension, piccin= our trust in our unbeaten navy. The telk 
about removine the o14 and the young from tho citics is to my mind worso 
then useless, ceusing cs it docs unverrantod miszivings enon: the 
Genoral public. 

In a long-term struggle, economic end idcoloricnl werfaro will play 
a more important pert then an actual clrsh in ecrms. It is so to speck 
© merethon race es compere’ to livhtnin; stroke werfere which ray be likened 
to e sprint race. In a struccle of this kind seronity of mind and stron_ 
nerves are essential. So for we hevoe been tol’ that “it is wer time, thct 
it is a tompornry phenomenon, ent thet it is o matter of perseverance 
for only c yerr or tio". Thet is not the proper cttituite of mind in foce 
ef tho trying difficulties chee” of us. On the contrery it is cesirable 
thet wre should heve enough composure of mind to toll ourselves that the 
tier conditions have come to stsy end that vc must try to improve our 
intcrnel conditions while fi-htiny in Chine. That oucht noturally to 
crise from the echrracter of the war ve ore now ensrged in, for is it not 
fo wer for the establishment cf c nov orfer? ‘Jo must construct while 


fickting. It would be an ideal development if it could be shown that 
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The construction of the so-called "dofonce-state" must in my opinion 
cim primarily at tho edjustment of the internal structuro in such oc way 
2s to encble us to cope with the world omrgcney. Its immcdicte purposes 
is the oxprnsion of tho country's productive powcr. But this ccnnot bo 
cehicved unless wo cre onc and cll fully oveke to the ronlity of the 
intornational situation onc, renlizins the cssentical roequiroments of c 
modern werfers, cive up 011 sclfichness. YVWithout the conscious 
cooperetion of the people, no mmount of legislation or oxercisoe of 
covernmontel cuthority will brim; any wood results. .\bove all, human 
instinct end hwen neture must be sivon frcc play. 11 methods shculd 
thercfore be nvoided which, in tho name of wer-time requironcnts, 
wineeesscrily darken the hearts of the poople and hold out no hopo for 
the futurs. Slthoush montel sleckcnins must be surrdoa agrinst, yct 
fidscting snd bustling will got us nowhore for it is nm Merathon, and a 
len cne nt thet which we keve to run. Chceorfulnoss is the ono 
inornicable trait of the Jnprnose people. The erentcst nations. 
celenity thet befell the Yenoto racc in its lon; history, wes when tho 
Grest God Jrc-toresu hid behind tho Horvoenly Cervo threving uttor 


upon the whole worlec below. Whet did the oisht hundred thouscnd co 


in faco of the omer. cncy? Yoere gthoy hclplessly Civon to woopii.¢ 


sorroving? Fer from it, thoy assormbled before the Hecvenly Cnve 


= A] 


sen” cné Aenec’ and lnughed till the henvens shook cad rang og 
That, I tcke it, is tho charectoristic wey of our reec is mocting 
<ifficultics. 

As I eci¢d at the outcot the oxtroordincry situntPURR ben /Mewlesghieols.org/doc/479733/ 


bes been confrente’ in recent yerrs kre crison fron dcop cruses beyond 


hurnn comprehension. Both tho Menchurion ineidont and the Chinn affcir 


must be rttributo? cs it were to r Honvenly Gisposition: toy wore nct 


of our own making, nor sro any croup of mon to be held responsible for 


thom. What we shoule do is t- -rran tho “ernin” of that Disposition, 
I vonture te bolicvo thrt totcy the Inpeicse pec ple heave rightly orcsre? 
the Coop sicnifiecnnes cf tho Divine will in puttin thom to the tost cf 
tho orer-cney privations. It is not imovn who sai? it first, but it is 
new tho eonsonsus of opinion thet tho coluticn cf tho China preblom >ust 
be clone linos worthy cf the Imperial iter of univeresl brothorkoc4 oy 
one world farlly. In ro nra also tec the proposed now structure rt hom, 
it is nointed out that tho onc thing necdful is how to oucblo the hundroa 
mdllicn pocplo ts put in prectico unhompored the wey of the Inperial 
subjectc,. ‘It is indeed noteworthy thet such a not hse sp Satene: usly bo 
proposed fcr tho sclution of our difficultics beth at home and ebrord, 
Thet would scon t: rreve hoycn? ebrme thet the scns of Yaurto, freod vith 
tho erevest situcticn in history, have rwekcned t> the tru- moraine cf 4ur 
naticnal structure one of the Missi n- imncce* upon them. Ss: len* cs vo 
maintsin thet ecnsci-usness rnd liy- up to thet aririt, ac cr.unt of 
Ciffieultioa or ealamitios rece eruse ur my mis ‘ivins cr rpprcehension, 
“reakly croskin:, cur pocple have rrtc light cf tho Chine wer cna 
frilod sc fer t> >ut forth thoir offerts tc tho full. Foreever, sinco 
the dross of indivicurlis cn- *y toriclism hrvo not cltc tthcer boon 
Olimincto? frm their thouckt. there h-ve boon vrricsus A1cfects in the 
ccuntry's wortine system, civin- rise ¢ o-plaints, deererse in preductt:n 
ana failure of -5-4s8 t- apperr on the merkct. But, onoo the oc untey Bow 


be arewn inte tho world -clotrcem whether Wo like it or nt, mry it act 


-~ 106. 


JAR, DOC, f30r 


be expected thet tho cttitudo -f the pocple will naturelly undergo c 
fuareontrl chenic? 

Once provernticns fer ec lon: ant t°tel wer cre ccnplotcd <n the 
besis cf © now ucticnel ctructure wo en: woll oxpect tho ccuntry to 
Overe-re oll 4sn srs, om) its futures to bo full <f proriso. The prosont 
ocnfiliscts ir tko Fest and the veut cre 2b bette: duo tc the fact thot 
the old order hrs recchoc its lituts thecu‘hout tho world. Its dcfoct 
scons thoreferc notursl. Thet, cftor th. lifo-cnd-iccth srepple botwoon 
tho netr snd cl@ orfors ct onerous socrificcs, the old should omerze 
victcricus, rencorin~ fruiticss the cfforts an* secrificos cf tho new, 
is hard te irecine in the licht of the thoory of tho eveluticn of humn 


s-cicty. Uhloss, thoref-ro, wo eccrmit the orrcr cf stickin- to tho -ld 


system ct her an? falling cl*n: with thet system, we necd porhaxts not 


bo too trr-ic chout the future ¢f this neticn. 
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"9 horceby cortify thet tho troctiso in the eccomrnyinc rearor 
entitlo’t "On tho Current “itucticn rt Home oné .broca® vrittcn by 
’r, SHIRTORI Teshic is rn true cnt oxnet cory cf an article civen on 
De Joell -f "Recic Locturos cn4é Courses", cdition Nc. 127, which is 


in the custcdy cf this ‘ssocinticn. 


Sort. 16, 1945 


Nipron R°4i> Breadenst Associnticn, incorporrtod Jurist. 
(Associntion 3on1) 


TRNSL-TION CERTIFIC.TZ 


I, “Alliem =. Clerke, -f tho Defonso Lrnunce Brench, hereby 
certify that tho fororoing translction described in the cbove certificate 
ie, to the best of ry knovwleze cnd beliof, a ccrrect tronsletion cnc is 


ns necr cs possible to the reoning of the orizinnl docunent. 


/S/ TWilliar B. Clerke 


Tokyo, Joancn 


Inte 23 Jon. 19h7 
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